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Unit 1 

 
Challenges Science GLI Social Studies GLI 

Week 1 
Theme: School Contests 
Social Studies Link 

 PS-1 

Week 2 
Theme: American Legends  
Social Studies Link 

 PS-1 
SSSM-1,2 

Week 3 
Theme: Trees for Life 
Research Writing Project 
Science Link 

LS-4 
ST-1 
LS-1 

SSSM-1, 2, 7, 8, 9 

Week 4 
Theme: Exploring Space 
Science Link 

SWK-6  

Week 5 
Theme: Rescue Dogs 
Science Link 

  

Week 6 
Theme Wrap-up 

 SSSM-1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 9 
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Unit 2 

 
Discoveries Science GLI Social Studies GLI 

Week 1 
Theme: People Helping Animals 
Social Studies Link 

SWK-6 SSSM-4 

Week 2 
Theme: Slithery Snakes  
Science Link 

LS-3, 4, 5  

Week 3 
Theme: Remembering the Past 
Research Writing Project 
Social Studies Link 

 PS-3 
CRR-3 
SSSM-1, 2, 6, 7, 9 

Week 4 
Theme: The Caribbean Islands 
Social Studies Link 

 PS-1 
G-3 

Week 5 
Theme: Cowboys and Cowgirls 
Social Studies Link 

 PS-1 

Week 6 
Theme Wrap-up 

SWK-6 SSSM-1,2,6, 7, 8, 9 

 
 
 

  

 
Unit 3 

 
Turning Points Science GLI Social Studies GLI 

Week 1 
Theme: The American Revolution 
Social Studies Link 

 H-5 
GVT-3 

Week 2 
Theme: The Right to Vote  
Social Studies Link 

 GVT-2 
CRR-3 
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Week 3 
Theme: Protecting the Environment 
Research Writing Project 
Science Link 

ESS-5, 6 
LS-6 
ST-1 

G-6, 9 
SSSM-1,2,, 6, 7, 8, 9 

Week 4 
Theme: Desert Habitats 
Science Link 

LS-4 G-3, 4 

Week 5 
Theme: Into the Future 
Science Link 

SWK-6  

Week 6 
Theme Wrap-up 

 SSSM-1, 2, 6, 7, 9 

 
 
 

  

 
Unit 4 

 
Experiences Science GLI Social Studies GLI 

Week 1 
Theme: Civil Rights 
Social Studies Link 

 
 

G-2 
CRR-2, 3 
 

Week 2 
Theme: Animal Defenses  
Science Link 

LS-4, 5 
 

 

Week 3 
Theme: Democracy 
Research Writing Project 
Social Studies Link 

 G-2 
CRR-2 
SSSM-1, 2, 6, 7 

Week 4 
Theme: Extreme Weather 
Science Link 

(ESS-B) 
ST-1 
 

G-3, 5, 8 
 

Week 5 
Theme: Trickster Tales 
Social Studies Link 

 PS-1 
SSSM-4 

Week 6 
Theme Wrap-up 

 SSSM-1, 2, 4, 5, 7 
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Unit 5 

 
Achievements Science GLI Social Studies GLI 

Week 1 
Theme: North and South Poles 
Social Studies Link 

SWK - 6 SSSM – 3, 4 

Week 2 
Theme: Fantastic Foods  
Science Link 

ST-1 
(Building background for LS-B 
in the grade 6-8 Benchmark 
Band.) 

 

Week 3 
Theme: Learning from Nature 
Research Writing Project 
Social Studies Link 

ESS-6 
LS- 1, 6 

G- 9 
SSSM- 1, 3 
SSSM – 1, 2, 6, 7, 

Week 4 
Theme: Talking in Codes 
Social Studies Link 

 PS-1 

Week 5 
Theme: Whales 
Science Link 

LS-4, 5  

Week 6 
Theme Wrap-up 

 SSSM-1, 2, 7, 9 

 
 
 

  

 
Unit 6 

 
Great Ideas Science GLI Social Studies GLI 

Week 1 
Theme: Fairy Tales 
Social Studies Link 

 PS-1 

Week 2 
Theme: Camping Out  
Science Link 

ST-1 
SWK-6 

G-2 
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Week 3 
Theme: Improving Lives 
Research Writing Project 
Social Studies Link 

SWK-6 (CRR-A) 
SSSM-1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9 

Week 4 
Theme: Balloon Flights 
Science Link 

(PS – A, B)  

Week 5 
Theme: Scientists at Work 
Science Link 

SWK-1, 4, 6 PS-1 

Week 6 
Theme Wrap-up 

 SSSM – 1, 2, 6, 7, 9 

 
 
 

  

 
Notes: 

 Any time parenthesis are used this week’s selections target a broader benchmark 
band rather than a specific grade level indicator within that band.  Often times the 
selections in the week provide a building block for understanding and prior 
knowledge in future grades.   

 The 3rd week of each unit includes a research paper.  The Science and Social 
Studies GLIs that would be covered with this research paper are in italics. 

 
Key          Science GLI Social Studies GLI 

 ESS= Earth and Space Sciences 
LS= Life Sciences 
PS= Physical Sciences 
ST= Science and Technology 
SI= Scientific Inquiry 
SWK= Scientific Ways of Knowing 
 

H= History 
PS= People in Society 
G= Geography 
E=Economics 
GVT= Government 
CRR= Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities
SSSM= Social Studies Skills and Methods 

 


